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Research Programme 

Project update 
Each issue of the newsletter carries a short article on new and ongoing COFORD-funded projects. Feedback on the articles is welcome and should be addressed to the project leaders (contact details at the end of the article).

FunctionalBio: Functional biodiversity in forests: diversity of soil decomposers and predatory and parasitic arthropods

New insect species and some previously unrecorded in Ireland discovered through COFORD-funded forest biodiversity research

To understand forests, we need to know how the physical environment interacts with the living components of the system. These living components are the species which are present in the system, i.e. the biodiversity in the system. When biodiversity is considered in this manner it is obvious that it is an integral part of the system and critical in the functioning of the system. In forests, growth and decomposition are the two major processes (ecosystem functions). Plants supply the majority of growth while fungi and soil fauna are the main drivers of decomposition. As plants have already been studied in detail in BioForest, FUNCTIONALBIO has been examining other important functional aspect of forest bidoversity. Soil arthropods play a major role in decomposition and nutrient cycling and also help inoculate roots with mycorrhizae. These are, in turn, important in nutrient assimilation by trees. 

The work has yielded three species of mite new to science and several species of insects and mites recorded for Ireland for the first time. The 354 species of fungi collected show that the fungi differ between stands of different type, with ash having a different and impoverished group of species compared to others, while oak has the most diverse group of fungi on average. In comparison, a large number of species have been found in Sitka spruce sites but this may be due to more sites being investigated.

For further information, contact Prof. Tom Bolger (email: tom.bolger@ucd.ie).
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Information and support services 

National Forestry Conference 2009: 
Forestry in challenging times - options and opportunities

Friday 27 March 2009, Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise

In the current challenging economic climate, with the situation changing on an almost daily basis, forestry stands as an investment that creates real wealth and sustainable employment. Forests are a renewable, natural resource, and provide a good return on investment for the private investor and for the state.

As economic and environmental conditions evolve, new opportunities, including climate change mitigation, renewable energy and new building practices are emerging as new markets for forest products and services. Now is the time to grasp these opportunities and move the forest industry into a new phase. 

The conference is organised by the National Council for Forest Research and Development (COFORD), the Society of Irish Foresters (SIF), the Irish Farmers Association (Farm Forestry) (IFA) and the Irish Timber Growers Association (ITGA).

The programme will be chaired by Diarmuid McAree, Chief Forestry Inspector, Forest Service and Pat Hennessy, National Chairman, IFA Farm Forestry Committee, and includes the following presentations:

· Welcome address - Michael Lynn, COFORD Chairman
· Opening and keynote address: The EU climate change and energy package – what will it mean for Irish forestry? - Minister Trevor Sargent, TD, Minister of State for Food and Horticulture, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

· The contribution of forestry to the national economy - Dr Richard Moloney, Centre for Policy Studies, University College Cork

· The real rate of return from forestry - and who gets it - John Phelan, Managing Director Woodland Managers Limited

· Forestry - protecting our pensions - Brendan Lacey, Chief Executive Irish Forestry Unit Trust (IForUT) and ITGA Chairman

· Emerging opportunities for forestry and wood in the green economy - Duncan Stewart,  Architect and broadcaster

· Coillte’s business - expanding beyond timber - Tim Crowley, Managing Director Coillte Forest

· Panel discussion

· Closing remarks - Kevin J Hutchinson, President Society of Irish Foresters
This is a recognised event under the Society of Irish Foresters Programme of Continuous Professional Development (CPD), equivalent to 8 points. The registration fee is 75 euros (40 euro student rate), and the event takes place at the Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise, Co Laois. (Tel: 057 863 1200. http://www.thekilleshin.com) 

CLICK HERE TO DOWNLOAD REGISTRATION FORM 
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Carbon Corner

Emission reductions forecast - it’s an ill wind. Or is it?

Even during the recession, a planned multi-annual approach to afforestation at national level is needed
Last week the Irish Times announced that the recession is likely to bring Ireland closer to its Kyoto greenhouse gas emission target of plus 13% on 1990 levels. ESRI projections of reductions in the volume of transport and manufacturing are the main reasons emissions are likely be below pre-recession estimates. The foot is off the pedal and emissions are falling – less carbon will need to be bought on the international markets – some small crumb of comfort for the hard pressed Exchequer and taxpayer?   

Yes – any cost reductions that can be secured are of course extremely welcome. But it does carry the risk of the eye being taken off the ball in terms of emission reductions and supporting forestry measures. Not that the eye should be taken off the ball, as post 2012 Ireland will move from a legally-binding emission reduction target of plus 13% on 1990 levels, to a target of minus 20% on a similar baseline. What the figures mean is that a combined emission reduction shift of one third will have to be secured up to 2020. Such a demanding target can only be secured on foot of deep reductions in emissions, well beyond what is likely to be the impact of the recession. And by 2012 economies are likely to be moving to an expansionary phase again, with consequent increases in emissions, even if growth is being more and more decoupled from carbon. On top of the 20% emission reduction target further cuts in emissions are likely if the EU is successful in securing a global greenhouse gas emission deal at Copenhagen at the end of the year. 

Failure to plan for contingent liabilities lies at the heart of the global financial crisis. Future greenhouse emission levels also lie in the contingent domain – as they depend on the level of economic activity and on the impact and level of national policies and measures, including afforestation. However, they can be forecasted and such processes are underway at national level, as indicated in the Irish Times article. This work provides a very sound basis to estimate future liabilities and the development of polices and measures over an extended period – even up to 2020. Forestry needs a long run-in time for measures to take effect: carbon sequestration as a result of afforestation, for example, is negligible over the first five years of the life of the crop. That is why a planned multi-annual approach is needed to afforestation at national level, even in these difficult times, to give effect to achieving an additional 250,000 ha of forest over the next decade and a half. 
Back to List of Contents
New quality assurance system for wood fuels being developed

Wood fuel quality assurance system to become a reality

Following an initial meeting on wood fuel quality assurance organised by SEI and COFORD in January, a follow on meeting held in Portlaoise has established a wood fuel quality working group under the auspices of the Irish BioEnergy Association (IrBEA). An ambitious programme of work is now underway, with a target to have a supplier-driven wood fuel assurance system in place by the end of September, in time for the 2009/2010 heating season. For further details please contact Donna Maskery at IrBEA  (dmaskery@irbea.org).
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7th Framework Programme update

News and events from FP7

The regular supplement supplied by InnovaWood (click here to download) contains information about:

EVENTS, CONFERENCES AND COURSES 

· Events in brief 

· Call for abstracts for the EFORWOOD ‘Shape Your Sustainability Tools’ Conference 

· Call for abstracts for the ‘Competitiveness of Wood Processing and Furniture Manufacturing’ Conference 

EUROPEAN RESEARCH FUNDING 

· 3rd round of calls for proposals under FP7 

· Open COST call 

· May 15th is launch day for the 2009 LIFE+ call for proposals 

· ERA-NET Bioenergy will open the first European joint call on Clean Biomass Combustion on 9th February 20097 

· Marie Curie funding 

INNOVAWOOD INFORMATION SERVICE 

· InnovaWood projects 

· Forest-Based Sector Technology Platform: the first years 

· Management of recovered wood: proceedings of the 3rd European COST E31 conference
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National & international news

Continuous cover forestry in Europe

29-30 June 2009, UCD

Preliminary notice: An international conference on continuous cover forestry in Europe will be held at the University College Dublin on 29 and 30 June 2009. Further details will follow. If you would like to express your interest in attending or for further information, contact Dr Aine Ni Dhubhain - email: aine.nidhubhain@ucd.ie
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IrBEA Wood fuel information day

12 March 2009, Waterford

The WoodEnergy Subgroup of IrBEA has organised a Woodfuel Information Day with the Forest Services ChipQual Project in Waterford on 12 March 2009. Waterford Institute of Technology will give a tour of their wood testing facilities, including a number of practical demonstrations. After lunch delegates will have a look at a local woodchip boiler and then visit a woodchip facility. This will be an opportunity for anyone working the area to learn more about woodchip quality and will provide an opportunity for discussion among those in the industry. If you would like to book a place, please contact Donna Maskery, IrBEA executive, on: 087 953 9041 or email: dmaskery@irbea.org  
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EUFORGEN Stand-forming Broadleaves Network 

31 March – 2 April 2009, Turkey

The final meeting of the EUFORGEN Stand-forming Broadleaves Network during Phase III of EUFORGEN (1 January 2005 to 31 December 2009) takes place in Antalya in Turkey on 31 March - 2 April 2009. A full report on the proceedings of the meeting will be published in a future issue of the COFORD newsletter. Visit the EUFORGEN website at: www.bioversityinternational.org for further information.
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Forest vegetation management in Europe

New overview of novel approaches to managing competing vegetation is published

The COST Action E47 publication Forest vegetation management in Europe. Current practice and future needs, edited by Ian Willoughby, Philippe Balandier, Niclas Scott Bentsen, Nick McCarthy and Jenny Claridge is available to download as a free pdf from www.cost.esf.org
Back to List of Contents
Publication: Sitka spruce wood properties and product performance

On-line survey will identify key topics for new publication on Sitka spruce wood properties

A publication is currently being prepared on the wood properties and performance of Sitka spruce. It is to be based on an online survey developed by the Centre for Timber Engineering at Edinburgh Napier University, Forest Research, Building Research Establishment and Bangor University. The publication will bring together the current knowledge on the wood properties and product performance of plantation-grown Sitka spruce into a single document. It is aimed at forest managers, wood processors, researchers, engineers and architects who work with Sitka spruce. An online questionnaire has been developed to help identify and prioritise key topics of interest to the target audience for this publication. Anyone working in the timber or sawmilling sector where Sitka spruce is a major component is encouraged to respond to the survey – this can be found by clicking on to:  survey.http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=VRY9tSOetdje9fVzsTzJmw_3d_3d. 

The survey will remain open until the end of March 2009 and any questions regarding the survey or the proposed publication can be directed to Dr John Moore (j.moore@napier.ac.uk). All responses are appreciated and will help to produce a publication that better meets the needs of the intended audience. It is anticipated that this publication will be available in April 2010.
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